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SUBJECT: ARCHBISHOP SERAPHIM/AMBASSADOR TASCA: OUTLOOK FOR REGIME 
REF: ATHENS 2805 

1. AT HIS LUNCHEON MAY 21 ARCHBISHOP SERAPHIM RETURNED TO THE 
THEME OF FORWARD POLITICAL MOTION, FIRST BROACHED BY ME MAY 9 
(REFTEL). ARCHBISHOP SAID HE COULD SAY AUTHORITATIVELY THAT THE 
REGIME IS DEDICATED TO POLITICAL CHANGE AND THAT ITS AIM IS TO 
RESTORE NORMAL POLITICAL RULE. HE REPEATED THIS PROMISE FOUR OR 
FIVE TIMES DURING THE COURSE OF OUR MEAL, READING FROM NOTES HE 
HAD PREPARED ON THE BASIS OF CONTACTS WITH HIS FRIENDS, 

PRESUMABLY GENERALS GHIZIKIS AND IOANNIDES, IN GOG. NOTWITH- 
STANDING HIS POSITIVE PROMISES, ARCHBISHOP ENTERED FAMILIAR 
CAVEATS: JUNTA LEADERS HAVE REACHED NO DECISION ON TIMING AND 
INITIATIVE FOR CHANGE MUST COME FROM WITHIN MILITARY RATHER THAN 
OUTSIDE. 

2. SERAPHIM, AS DURING MY PREVIOUS CONVERSATION WITH HIM, AGAIN 
SOLICITED MY FRANK OPINION OF PRIME MINISTER ANDROUTSOPOULOS. HIS 
QUESTION PRESUMABLY REFLECTED WIDESPREAD OPINION IN ALL GREEK 
CIRCLES THAT ANDROUTSOPOULOS INEFFECTIVE AS PRIME MINISTER. I 
REPLIED SOMEWHAT ENIGMATICALLY THAT IN SITUATIONS OF THIS KIND 
WE COULD ONLY HOPE THAT THE GOOD LORD WOULD INSPIRE LEADERSHIP 
TO TAKE THE RIGHT STEPS TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF THEIR PEOPLE. 

I ADDED THAT THE IMPORTANT THING FOR GREECE'S FUTURE IS THAT THE 
GOG NOT CONTINUE TO NEGLECT THE SOUND POLITICAL TALENT THAT 
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POSITIVE FRAMEWORK CAPABLE OF ATTRACTING GOOD AND YOUNGER 
LEADERS. WITH THE PROSPECT LOOMING OF GREECE POSSIBLY STUMBLING 
TOWARD BOTH A FOREGIN POLICY CRISIS WITH TURKEY AND AN ECONOMIC 
CRISIS AT HOME, FRIENDS OF GREECE, I NOTED, COULD ONLY BE 
DEEPLY ANXIOUS FOR LEADERSHIP AT THE HELM TO BE THE BEST, BOTH 
FOR THE SAKE OF THE COUNTRY AND FOR THE REPUTATION OF ITS 
ARMED FORCES WHICH HAVE NOW ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR OVERALL 
POLICY. I INDICATED THAT FAILURE TO INVOLVE THE GREEK PEOPLE IN 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE DISASTROUS RESULTS. THE RIFT BETWEEN 
THE GREEK PEOPLE AND THE ARMY MUST BE HEALED SINCE OTHERWISE 
THE ARMED FORCES WOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY FAILURES OR 
ERRORS OF THE GOVERNMENT. IN THIS CONTEXT, I EXPRESSED THE 
VIEW THAT PRIME MINISTER ANDROUTSOPOULOS COULD DO BETTER. 

TASCA 
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